ID. A 


LETTERS” 


1 


THE AUTHOR 
1 | 


Remarks on ſeveral late Publications 
relative to the Diſſenters, 


In a LETTER to Dr. PRIESTLEY. 


2 | 
By JOSEPH PRIESTLEY, LL. D. F. R. S. 


* 


Fratram quque gratia rare eff. 


Ovid. 
LONDON: 
Printed for J. Jonxsox, in Pater-nofter-Row. 
| M,DCC,LXX. 


{ Price One Shilling. 


FS 


* 


LES 


. o 
” 
* - 
* 
- — 
7 
, a . 
” 
* * 
- * a N 
. * w * 
. 
* 
- 
— - : 
. 
F - 
% * 
* * : 
. 
1 & =» 
* 
* 1 
” 
- 
* * - 
* 
— 
1 * 


. — 


Letters to the Author of - Remarks ow 
ſeveral late Publications relative to the 
_ Diſſenters. 


E TN TRA I 


| '$ I R, 
XTHINK myſelf AE to you 
I for your very civil and reſpectful 


addreſs, and ſincerely wiſh it were 


KSE2% in my power to make you ſuch a 

. _  Rephy, as you probably expect from 
me. I am, indeed, ſorry to find myſelf under a 
neceſſity of giving pain to a perſon of your taſte, 
and ſeemingly nice feelings ; but it is now. too 
late for me to give much attention to thoſe polite 
accompliſhments, which you ſo ſtrongly recom- 
mend. Inſtead of flattery, therefore, expect no- 
thing but frankneſs and ſincerity, both in anſwer 
to your remarks on my publications, and in thoſe 
which, in return, I ſhall take the eG 


upon yours. 


You cannot Ae you ſay, p. 5, without 
. | concern 
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concern, that ſeveral things in my late publications 
ſeem to diſcover a degree of precipitation, inattention 
'to real life, and webemence of temper, which, you 
are afraid, will be of little advantage to the cauſe 
I mean to ſerve, - That I am fallible 1 need not 
ſay; for that is the portion of humanity. I 
may, therefore, have the very failings you here 
aſcribe to me: and if, after as fair an examina- 
tion as I am capable of, I be conyinced that 
your accuſation is true, I ſhall be ready, if 1 
know myſelf, to acknowledge my offence in the 
fulleſt manner. But with * W — paf- 


* - os = 


truths too 1 5 05 and conden > thoſe who 
would trim, and, accommodate them to the faſhion 

and manners of the age. Let my defence be 
| heard, ve let our readers Judge between 63 wg 


There may be ſome who will think me too pre- 
cipitate in this anſwer to your letter and fome 
3 25 blame me for 3 it at "all; but 1 
chuſe to do it, becauſe it wi e me an r 
tunity of being a little more — on er 
f the athens on which you have deſcarited/ If 
I were to add another reaſon, it would Be chat 
T was willing to take the firſt opportunity of 
* noting 4 new ſpecies of Diſſenters,” that I was 
ned had been ſome time ſpringing up a- 


mong 


the Diſſenting Intereſt. 8 
mong us, conſiſting chiefly of youhg gentlemen 
and fine ladies; who have as little of the ſpirit, 
as they have of the external appraranct of the old 
Puritans ; but whoſe principles were never ex- 
hibited to the public before. In your perfor- 
mance the world has the firſt opportunity of 


examining the depth of them, and I had an in- 


clination to report to the public what that _— 
really 1s, 


Not to fatigue your attention too much at a 
time, I ſhall for the preſent conclude with afſur- 
ing you, that I am, 


5 Sis, Four very hübie N 
5 JOSEPH PALF TEST. 
Leeds, IO $770. 
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r 1-4 eee e je fg 

principal charge againſt me, it is, that 
through a vebemence of temper, and ignorance of 


real life, producing too great a degree of preci- _ 
| pitation, I have unſeaſonabiy revived the . 


of Diſſenters to the principles of their diſſent, p. 
at I have not ſubmitted my zeal to the guidance 
YE at 


* 
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E prudence and diſcretion, p. 72, and that I have 


advanced ſeveral things, that will be of little ad- 


CN to the cauſe I mean to ſerve, p. 5. 


Admitting that the diſſenting intereſt i is the cans 
of religion, liberty, and truth (which you deny) 
There ſeems, you ſay, p. 14, to be no particular 
propriety in reminding us of this at the preſent time; 
end, with an air of triumph, you add, p. 15, 


While we are permitted to worſhip our maker in 


whatever manner wwe judge moſt proper, and pub- 
lickly to declare, and ſupport our religious opinions, 
both from the pulpit and the preſs, "without fear of 
moleſtation ; "what propriety can there be in endea- 
vouring to recall our attention to tbe fubjeft of re- 
ligious liberty, and guard us againſt ſubmitting to 


the yoke of eccleſiaſtical tyranny ? You ſeem, more- 


over to fear, p. 15, leſt ſuch ill timed zeal ſhould 
rouſe the fleeping lion, and put an end to the tran- 
quility which we at preſent enjoy, and which, you 


S $4 


Now really, Sir, I cannot help expreſſing i my 
ſurpriſe, that a perſon of your attention to real 


fe ſhould talk in this manner. I ſhould, in- 


deed, have wondered. at it in any man who had 
read no more than the common news-pa 
and thoſe pamphlets that paſs thro every body's 


hands. It is certainly a time to defend, when 
Me are attacked. You n fay, p. 14, that 
* if 
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if we were threatened with ſevere treatment on ae- 
count of our diſſent, it would be a proper ſeaſon 1 
awaken the zeal of Diſſenters, in defence of their 
common rights. You alſo ſay, p. 60, that the 
manner in which Dr. Blackſtone had repreſented the 
Diſſenters was, to ſay the leaſt, injudicious ; and 
he could never expect that ſevere cenſures caſt upon 
fo reſpectable a body, by a perſon whoſe opinions are 
generally received with deference, would paſs with- 
out notice. By ſaying that Dr. Blackſtone's attack 
upon the Diſſenters was, to ſay the leaſt, injudi- 
cious, I preſume you will acknowledge, that it 
might have been conſidered in a worſe light, and, 
as it actually was conſidered by many, viz, an 
unprovoked threatening of the Diſſenters, com- 
ing from conſiderable authority. You admit, 
however, that there was a fair call for ſome per- 
ſon to ſtand forth in their vindication. You alſo 
allow me, p. 1, to be an able defender of the diſ- 
ſenting intereſt. Then pray, Sir, putting things 
properly together, where was the unſeaſonable- 
neſs of my Remarks on Dr. Blackſtone, or the 


Do» * 


View of the principles of the Diſſenters, Which 1 


meant as a ſequel, or continuation of them ; 
containing a fuller vindication of the principles 
of the Diſſenters, than I thought proper to en- 
ter into in the way of controverſy. Will not 
Dr. Balguy's Sermon on Church | Authority be an 
apology for my Conſiderations on the ſame ſubject; 
and theſe contain all the pieces that bear my 
name, on which you animadvert. As 
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das to the Addreſs to Proteſtant Diſſenters, as | 
ſuch, you have no right to call i it even my adopted 
"child, p. 7+ unleſs I had declared my approbation 
of the whole of it. I think, however, with the 
author of that performance, that the more va- 
luable part of the diſſenting intereſt is at preſent 
upon the decline; and 1 am clearly of opinion, 
that there was the greateſt propriety in his ad- 
dreſs to > them on that ſubject. It appears to me 
to be well calculated to revive the attention of 
Diſſenters to the true principles of their diſſent. 
Thoſe principles are ſo little underſtood, or 
thought of at preſent, that ſuch an attempt was 
highly ſeaſonable; and many perſons think that 
the author of it, whoever he be, deſerves the 
thanks of all ſerious, rational, and VERY Diſ- 
ſenters. 


Tou on, p. 15. that it is ſometimes bighh e ex- 
pedient to remind Diſſenters of their principles, and 
the grounds of their ſeparation, and to endeavour 
io awaken in them a ſpirit of inquiry with regard 
to thoſe ſubjefts ; and I think it is generally ſup- 
poſed to be a proper time to remind perſons of 
any thing, when they ſeem to have forgotten it. 
As to the intereſts of practical religion, which 
you do well to be concerned about, p. 16. J 
think that they are in leſs danger of ſuffering 
from this controverſy, than owe a total inat- 


tention 1 to the ſubject. | 
On 
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On more accounts than one, the preſent time 
ſeems to be peculiarly ſeaſonable for the diſcuſſion 
of every thing relating to civil and religious li- 
berty; eſpecially as the attention of this nation 
is, in ſome meaſure, awake to it, and their 
minds -are prepared for it. A wile man, there- 
fore, will be glad to lay hold on fo fair an oppor- 
tunity of endeavouring to make the true princi- 


ples of civil and religious liberty more * 
underſtood and valued. 


Tamely to acquieſce in the _ claims of 
others, is to ſubmit to abſolute ſervitude. The 
mind that can do it is already enſlaved ; and a 
remonſtrance, aſſerting our natural and civil 
rights, in order to be well timed, ſhould be as 
early as poſſible. It ſhould cloſely follow the 
firſt invaſion of them. As to the tranquility 
which we enjoy at preſent (in which we are viſibly 
tending to abſolute indifference, with reſpect to 
all the diſtinctions of religion, and to religion 
itſelf ) I differ from you greatly in thinking it to 
be ſuch as cannot be valued ut too high à rate. 
I almoſt think that what you call the rouſing of 
the ſleeping lion, would be the leſs evil of the 


WO. 


But pray, Sir, how is your dread of fide 
this ſame eeping lien conſiſtent with your aſſer- 


tion, that wwe are permitted publickly to declare, 
and 
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and. * our reli igtous opinions, both from the 
' Pulpit and the preſs, without fear of moleſtation, 
What have J done more than you ſay I am per- 


mitted to do, without fear of moleſtation ? For 


my part, I would hardly thank any man for a 
power of doing leſs. Beſides how can we feel, 
and enjoy the benefit of any right, or even be 
ſure that we are poſſeſſed of it, if we never ex⸗ 
erciſe it. 


As you peak in ſuch very kick terms of the 
trangnility the Diſſenters enjoy at preſent, and ex- 
preſsly ſay, that it cannot be valued at too high a 
rate, T own I was exceedingly. deſirous to find 
ſome more particular repreſentation of the great 
privileges of the Diſſenters, than is contained in 
that page; that I might have a better idea what 
it is you are ſo very thankful for; but peruſing 
page 60. I wasſurprized to find you obſerve, That 
they enjoy ſome of Their moſt important liberties 1 
by by connivance, and through the moderation and 
good ſenſe of their governors ; and not under be 
protection of the law; that the condition of their 
being admitted into poſts of honour and profit in 
. the civil ſtate is ſuch, as, with regard to many a- 
mong them, amounts to an attual excluſion ; and 
that they are obliged to contribute their full ſhare 
tomards the ſupport of a body of men, from whoſe 
_ dabours they reap no advantage, are hardſhips of 
_ zwhich it is impoſſible * ſhould be inſenfible, and 
from 
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from which they muſt certainly wiſh to be delivered. 
This indeed may, as you ſay, be conſiſtent with 
a juſt ſenſe of the advantages they: enjoy, for that 
it would: be, if they were barely ſuffered to live ; 
but how ſuch a ſituation, tho”. a, tranquil one, 
yet abounding with hardſhips, of which, it is im- 
ible they ſbould be inſenfible, and from. which 
they muſt certainly wiſh to be delivered, cannot be 
valued at too high a rate, is to me incomprehen- 
fible, 1 am, Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER II. 


SIR, 


SHALL, in this letter, and a few of thoſe 

that immediately follow, beg leave to make 
a few remarks on your objeftions to the lights 
in which I have repreſented the diſſenting inte- 
reſt. As able a defender as you think me to be 
of the diſſenting intereſt, you are by no means ſa- 
tisfied, it ſeems, p. 12. with the manner in which 
1 have continually repreſented it. As ſo very 
great an abatement is to be made on this head 
of the compliments you pay me, I cannot help 
ſuſpecting that the whole would ſhrink into mere 
inanity, if you were to attempt as minute a diſ- 
cuſſion of every article of the various merit you 
aſcribe to me. | n 


Fou are greatly offended, Sit, p p. 12. that 
I ſhould call the diſſenting intereſt the cauſe of 
truth, religion, aud liberty. You think the phraſe 
vogue, indeterminate; and even manifefh improper. 
Now it appears to me, that there is a a great and 
- niahifeſt propriety in calling tlie diſſenting ititereſt 
the clue of truib, if it be true that men have a 
right to judge ad act for themſelves in matters 
_ of religion, which is all-that, as Diſſenters, we 
claim, and which our. opponents deny us; that 
it muſt be proper, alſo, to call it the cauſe of 
religion, if chriſtianity gives us this right ; and 
that it is the cauſe of liberty, if it conſiſt in aſ- 

ſerting this right of private judgment, indepen- 

dent of the control of others; and really I do 
not ſee how the man who denies theſe propoſi- 
tions can be termed a Diſſenter. 


N . do not all Proteſtants (for the rea- 
ſons ore ana © agree to call the Proteſ- 
tant cauſe, as oppoſed to popery, the cauſe of 
truth, religion, and liberty; and is not the cauſe 
of chriſtianity, as oppoſed to Heatheniſtn, Ma- 
hometaniſm, &c. = denom inated in. the 
ſame manner. . 


When we alert our mY to think for out- 
ſelves, and Claim a liberty to purſue and diſcover 
truth, we do not pretend. that we _ in all 
cales, ſucceeded i in our —— | r chat we 
| have 
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have; in all reſpects, made a right uſe of our 
liberty. It is even poſſible we may he ſo incon- 
ſiſtent with ourſelves, as (like our adverſaries) 
to make uſe of our liberty to ti a4 oye en 
hands, 0 or at r al ate 4 our 


Let us now ſorhow.far. you novel Sir, — 
virtually acknowledged the diſſenting intereſt tp 
be the cauſe of truth, religion, and liberty. 
In p. 8. you reſt the great principle of the diſ- 
ſenting intereſt upon the maxim, that 30 man, 
or body-of men, cun have 4 right 10 impoſe ar- 
ticles faith, or modes of. wor ſhip. upon others, 
and to fubjet® thoſe-wha-differ from them to any 
tind af bardibip or ſuffering. You ſay, p. I. 
A liberty ta mate improvements in religion appears 
to me to be ſo evidently." the unalienable right of 
every man, and to be of ſo much importance to t 
progreſs of religious knowledge, and to the 23 
of pitty and virtue, that I ſbould think myſelf ful- 


h juftified in diſſenting from the church of England, 
whatever: alterations might be made in it, while it 


continued to require from all its members the pro- 
feſſion of. the ſame faith, and the obſervance of the 
ſame forms of worſhip, without allowing for the 
different opmions af mantiud, or encouraging 4 
ſpirit of inquiry and improvement. Lou even ſay, 
p. 14. that it is certainly true, that Diſſemers arg, 
from their ſituation, friends f liberty. Now, 
dear Sir, is not this rn ti" 
| * 
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reſt the caliſe of religion and liberty, and almoſt 
in ſo many OK. ili 


eee. 8145 4 
DIA ſay, p. 11. "ki his Innes Hatle 
againſt Abe of England, that it, in a great 
meaſure, precludes improvements in the mode of re- 
 ligious worſhip, and obliges its members to fit down 
contented in their preſent *imperfef? ſtate. . And 
you ſay, 7b. that it is tbe peculiar privilege of the 
Diſſenters, that they are at full. liberty to mate 
theſe improvements. What, now, is this, but 
making the diſſenting intereſt the cauſe of reli- 
gion and truth; and how is this cauſe, then, 
common” to us all, . by whatever denomination we 
are diſtinguiſhed, p. 14. As you admit the thing, 

I cannot r 


| ri reg lin, ls hindi 
larizing the principles of the Diſſenters, I ſhould 
ſay, that we all diſclaim buman authority in mat- 
| Tersof religion, which is ſtrictiy true, and what every 
Diſſenter, if he were interrogated, would avow. 
Is it not upon this maxim, that they all refuſe 
their aſſent to that article of the thirty- nine, 
which aſſerts @ power in man to decree rites and 
ceremonies in the church? Nor is it at all to the 
purpoſe to ſay, that ſome of them act incomſſſtent 
witb their profeſſion. ee 
Faw: ay again and again. e * 


w But 


the Diſſenting Rik _ 


" Sir, turn back to p. 14. and let us 
ſce whether you, who are ſo critical upon others, 
have been more exact yourſelf. Tou there ſay, 
that tbe only thing by which we are di iftinguifhed as 
a body, is by claiming to ourſelves a bt of pri- 
vate judgment in matters of religion. Nom this 
appears to me to be juſt as generally, and as 
incautiouſly expreſſed, as what you cenſure in 
me. The only difference is in the turn of the 
expreſſion , I ſaying that we diſclaim the power 
of another, and you that we claim it to ourſelves. 
1 apprehend, therefore, that whatever you, can 
alledge in your on eee will F 
ſerve for mine. | TY 

You muſt give me leave, ran ing before t 
quit this Ae to obſerve, that you judge very 
ill, p. 19. in making no difference between the au- 
thority 7 the church f England, the  decifion of 
an. aſſembly of divines, and the Isk bixrr of 4 
Whitfield, or Weſley. Is there no difference, 
then, between the force of laws, with the ſanc- 
tions of pains and penalties, and that kind of 
influence which an opinion of a man's knowledge 
and virtue will give him! Upon theſe principles 
I do not ſee why you might not argue againſt the 
interpoſition of the authority of a patent in the 

early inſtruction of his children; as that can- 
not but tend to biaſs their minds in favour of 


his own opinions, or ſyſtem gf religion. 
With 
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* 


With me Pry is an eſſential difference be- 
tween theſe things. The influence of 
may bind us, but the bonds are on pr 750 
thority may yield to au e 
may give Place to another, dae RA 
the force of a argument But df het is an 
inflexible thing, and is deaf to all ki of a ar- 
f ument and perſuaſion j o 8 e oy no 
ch: ance where of 25 revails. rg 
510 9015 
To ſay that no Diſſenters are turned by 
blind regard to the öpinions oe jun „ 
be to ſay they were not men, . 35 
with all my enthufiaſm for the cauſe, I have not 
yet advanced ; and what _— muſt know I 
pEver c could mean. | 


It is by the ery WE unfair conſtruction chat 
u load the r of the Addrels, p. 16. with 
bs dene e An b. the ſyſtein ja 
practice of every particular ſect of Biſſenters 
lage he would be very forty to charg 
himlelf” with the defence” of the principles 
practices "any one of them; and In ſeveral re. 
| "he has freely cenſured the moſt approved 
of them. But eh. 'miſt50k What was mean of 
the principles of the Piſſenters as ſuch, in an 
drefs ch eme as ſuch, for the p 3 irs * 
K wen e e 0 moffrni n 


2 oak Wan men 


| aa You 
Ae "4 | x 
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Tou yourſelf,” however, ſay, p. 11. 6 Ne 
the Pteitliar privilege of Diſſnters, that they are 
at full liberty to make improvements in religion 5. 
and yet you mention caſes, p. 19. in which you 
ſay of ſome Diflenters,: that their minds art far 
from being at liberty to enquire after truth, or to 


neva, = 404% ny GRE 


LETTER . 


SIR 


AM. afraid I ſhall have tired both you and 
the public, to whom you have choſen that 


our co ence ſhould be .open, with my 
defence, in caſes where none at all was ne- 
ceſſary ; and where you lie under the very 


ſame predicament with myſelf. I ſhall now at- 
tend to a charge of a more ſerious nature, in 
which I can 2. no pretence for W 
in as partner in my gullt. | 


I find, p. 16. that 1 have given the greateſt” 
ſhock to your charity in accuſing the church of 


England of idolatry. This crime you, in your 
* 
paying 
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paying to n and derived beings, knowing them 
to be ſuch, thoſe honours which are due to the ſu- 
preme power ; and upon this definition you large- 

ly and ably vindicate the church of England 
from the charge Rouge, againſt it, 


You ſay that my beavy charge ſhould have 
ſome better ſupport than poſitive aſſertions, and 
vebement cenſures ; and pray, Sir, doth not 
your net definition of a known term require ſome 
. Other authority beſides your own? You muſt cer- 
tainly ſuppoſe that there has been ſuch a thing as 
idolatry in the world, and therefore that it is a 
crime capable of being committed; but I think 
it will require twice the ſtock of learning that 
you, Sir, are maſter of, to prove that any of the 
human race ever paid to inferior and derived be- 
ings, knowing them to be ſuch, thoſe honours 
that are due to the ſupreme power. Lou your- 
ſelf fay, p. 30. it would require a degree of 2d 


Pianty, and of impiety, ſearcely to be conceived. 


This is wel known not to have been the ido- 
larry to which the Jews were ſo prone, and if 
you be at all read in the Claſſics (which I do not 
queſtion) you muſt have obſerved, that the 
Greeks and Romans, in their bymns, and other 
acts of worſhip, never aſeribed to their deities. 
more powers than they really believed, or pro- 
feſſed to believe them poſſeſſed of. The com- 


- . * 
c 


the Diſſent ing Intereſt. 19 
mon people never prevaricate in theſe things. 
You may be ſure they would never have given 
themſelves the trouble, and have been at the ex- 
pence of ſacrifices, and other teſtimonies of homage 
and reſpect to their gods, in order to procure of 
them ſuch favours as they knew it was not in 
their power to grant. Stupid as mankind have 
been, this conduct would exceed every thing we 
have ſeen, or read of the moſt ſtupid of them. 

Yet you, Sir, in your ſuperabundant charity, 
overlooking this obvious confideration, acquit, 
in one ſentence, the whole world of the crime 


of idolatry. I own that my zeal for ſpeculative 
opinions is inconſiſtent with this SAR univer/al 


charity, p. 31. 


In the firſt commandment the divine being 
ſays expreſsly, Thou ſhalt have no other gods but 
me; and the violation of this command is, I be- 
lieve, univerſally acknowledged to be, preciſely 
the crime of idolatry. But according to your 
favourable conſtruction of this crime, a man 
might worſhip three hundred gods beſides the 
true one, provided (which, if he did it at all, 
he certainly would) he believed they really were 
gods, and were intitled to the worſhip he paid 
them. Would the prieſts of Baal, think you, 
Sir, have cut and mangled themſelves as they 
did in his worſhip, if they had not believed that 
he was a God, and . 

B 2 
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the God of Iſrael, with e tothe irial. w- 
poſed by Elijah. How ſhockingly uncharitable 
then was it to deſtroy. thoſe: poor worſhippers of 
Baal, when they were no idolators, but only 
ated  cpaſcjentioudy, , TRE. to their geal 
A" und: n 


1 In . Hrius, Diff. 38. you will * an 
ingenious defence of the idolatry of the Greeks, 

jans, and all other nations, upon principles 
ſimilar to yours. But perhaps you have been 
there before me. | 


| Finding nothing, ſatisfadtory i in your defence, 
1 here again repeat the charge of idolatry againſt 
the eſtabliſhed church of England, and all the 
eſtabliſhed churches in the world, in which di- 
vine worſhi 5 is paid to any other being than he 
ene God and father of. all, even tht God and fa- 

| ther . our 2 Jeſus Cbriſt: And till you, Sir, 
can produce an eſtabliſhed church that is free 


| from what I. and all writers but yourſelf, call 


idolatry, I muſt re-afſert (how unworthy ſoever it 
may. be of a Bberal and Chen mind, p. 31.) 
that 2 among 1 Diſfentets only, i is the worſhip of the 
one living and true God known. That Ge Dil- 
Tenters are not. x © idolaters, i 18. what you 
Know I never aſſert or believed, and there- 
fore you had no occalien to take t > pains. you 
have done to prove that 58 . 
J am, &c. 
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2 e del vn. 
8 you ſeem to be eee offended. 
at my accuſing the Church of England 
of — and make ſo very light of the mat- 
ter, I ſhall endeavour to conſider this crime 


more particularly, and to ſtate my ales of its 
nn 3 


We find in the old 3 that e 
which was termed Idalatry, was exceedingly of- 
fenfive to the true God, and that the moſt aw- 
ful judgments were denounced againſt thoſe who 

were guilty of it. Now it appears to me that 
we ſhould think mearily of the divine being, to 
fuppoſe that, in this daſe, he was ſolely concern- 
ed about chat we may call his on rights, and 
the juſt claim he had to the homage of his crea-· 
tures. As in all his diſpenſations, fo, no doubt, 
in this, his principal object was our happineſs; and 
we may conclude that it was chiefly for the ſake 
of mankind themſelves that ſuch proviſion was 
made to rata. ee 


| This crime, therdfore) wo may ſally infer) tit 
ſome bad moral tendency ; arid we find, in fact, 
W idolatry to which the oriental 

nations 
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nations were prone, was always attended with 
the moſt abominably lewd and cruel rites; and 
therefore could not fail to deprave men's hearts 
and lead them to form the worſt habit, in their 
conduct in life. The idolatry of the Greeks and 
Romans was, in a great meaſure, chargeable with 
the ſame dangerous tendency, as alſo that of the 
Gauls and Britons; whereas the idolatry that 
now ſubſiſts in the world, is for the moſt part 
innocent, in compariſon with them; which may 
be the reaſon why the divine being is pleaſed to 
115 with it fo much Water. 
el 771 

The idolatry of thaewho'pay divineworkdy 

to Jeſus Chriſt, as a being tbe ſame in ſubſtance, 
and equal in power and glory with his father, muſt 
be acknowledged not to be of fo fatal a tendency 
as thoſe kinds of idolatry of which we read in the 
ſcriptures ;' but it is not therefore innocent, or 
not hurtful. Indeed it is hardly poſſible that 
any falſe notion concerning God, and eſpecially 
a notion ſo very falſe as this is, can be ſo. When 
it is apprehended that inſtead of one, there are 
three beings, to whom the perfections of deity 
are referred, the ĩmagination of man will always 
make a partition of divine attributes among 
them; and in no one of them will there be that 
ynion of venerable and amiable attributes, which 
we aſcribe to the one only living and true God; and 
as the mind of man cannot contemplate more 
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than one object at the ſame time, it cannot, with 
theſe notions, be poſſeſſed of that mixture of 
reverence and love, of which moans 
ahn b y Ah 


2 theſe VEE it will follow, 65 | 
while the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt are equally 
regarded as God, one of them will be thought 
to be poſſeſſed of one ſet of attributes, 'and ano- 
ther of a different ſet ; one of them will be ima- 
gined to be of one diſpoſition; and another of 
another, juſt as the Heathens conceived concerh- 
ing their ſeveral deities. And I appeal to the 

conviction of the Athanaſians themſelves, whe- 
ther, in their ideas, there be not ſomething more 
ſtern and inflexible in the character of the Father, 


thanof the Son; alſo, notwithſtanding they aſcribe 
all divine attributes to the Father, whether; leav- 


ing the Son out of the queſtion, ſomething pe- 
culiarly amiable and engaging would not be 
wanting in what would remain of the divine be- 
ing; and likewiſe whether, leaving out the Fa- 
ther and Son, the Spirit alone, according to their 
cuſtomary ideas of his nature and attributes, would 
be equal to the works of creation, providence, and 
redemption. If this be a juſt repreſentation, there 
is nothing that the Athanaſians really conceive 
of as one being, to whom they aſcribe all divine 
perfections, of juſtice, goodneſs, and mercy. 
E. e the term being, „ 
on 
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fon, becauſe, as the diſtinction is allowed to be in- 


comprehenſible, W . Ne this ——— r 
very ſame thing. 


It is in conſequence of this action. of Cha 


being that divine perſon ho is the maſt gracious 
and acceſſible to us, that, contrary to the whole 
tenor of ſcripture, even prayers are addreſſed to 
him. In that celebrated treatiſe of Thomas 3 
Kempis, de imitatione Chriſti, .Chrift is almoſt 
eyery where ſynonymaus to Gad; the Moravians 
hard! y ever addreſs any other; and in che Un | 
of the church of England Chriſt is evidently 
the principal, if not the ſole object of divine 
worſhip, : far, though, in the intraduRiion to 
this part of the ſervice, all the three perſans are 
diſtinctly invocated, yet in the body of it, Chriſt 
alone is expreſsly referred to; as in the phraſes, 
By the myſtery, of thy holy incarnation: by thy holy 
natiuity and circumciſian; by thy baptiſin, faſting, 
and temptation, &c, &c. &c. and it concludes. 
with an inyocation of no ther than Chriſt, un- 
der different appellations; as Son of Cod, we be- 
ſeech thee. to hear as; O lamb. af Gad, that takeft, 
away the fins of the world, grant us thy peace O 
; Chriſt bear us; Ckriſt have mercy upon us ; Lord 
have mercy upon us, repeated. Mhen the Son is 
thus conſidered as the obje& of our petitions, 
and the ſource of all blefling, the Father will be 
— 2 n ä 


-» „* 
„ 


the Difſenting Intere}. 


.25 

To a-mind-accuſtornedto: think in this man- 
ner, the motives to virtue that are derived from 
the imitation of God often loſe the whole of 
their effect. This conſideration is even ſome- 
times unfavourable to real goodneſs; for cer- 
tainly it would not be to the advantage of any 
man's charaſter, to reſemble God the father, ac- 
cording to the ideas that ſome perſons have ot 
him; ideas which they could never have enter - 
tained of him, if, by' dividing the godhead, they 
had not diueſted him of ſome of his effential 


This, I ſay, vill be the caſe with thoſe ho are 
practically and habitualſy Athanaſians; who, by 
frequently thinking ant diſputing upon the ſub- 
ject, do, as it were, realize the ſcheme in their 
minds: for I conſider the generality of chriſtians 
as no more than nominal Athanaſians. If they 
be queſtioned, they will anſwer that Chriſt is 
god; but at the ſame time, the only proper object 
of their worſhip is God the father; and in fact, 
they have an idea of him as tbe ſupreme wr. 

even with reſpect to the Son, and Spirit; and 
alſo as a being who is gracious and meteiflil, in- 
dependent of any regard to Chriſt. If they read 
the ſcriptures more than controverſial Writings, 
they cannot help conceiving in this manner; and 
therefore their ſpeculative opinions do them very 
little * Still, however, their n 


26 Letters concerning 


lief of this doctrine contributes to fix the charge 
of idolatry upon the chriſtian world, and to pre. 
vent the converſion of the Jews, Mahommedans 
and Heathens ; which is a conſideration that well 
deſerves themoſt ſeriousartention of allchriſtians. 


Let thoſe who think it innocent to pay di- 
vine, worſhip to Jeſus Chriſt, conſider the many 
paſſages of ſcripture, -in which the worſhip of 
all inferior and derived beings, though the beſt 
and moſt exalted, is expreſsly forbidden. Not 
only doth our Saviour ſay, Thou ſhalt worſhip 
the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, 
when he was tempted to worſhip the devil; but 
St. John was ſeverely reproved by an angel when 
he fell down before him, though we cannot ima- 
gine that he meant to pay him divine honours. 
See, ſays he, thou do it not; for I am thy: fellow 
ſervant, of thy brethren the prophets. Wonſbip 
God. Rev. xxii. 9. St. Paul alſo repreſents it as a 
great corruption of chriſtianity, thatmen through 
4 voluntary, or affected, humility ſhould worſhip 
angels, Col. i. 18. This he mentions as the 
conſequence of their Pong voin pefed up of 
thor. fleſply mind. 701 


| . ee por dei) perceive anymore 
evil in this ſpecies of idolatry (which is, as much as 
any other, a violation of the rights of the only 


d Gel. and robbing * 
er. 
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he will not give to another) we might clearly in- 
fer, from the abovementioned paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, that there is moral evil in 1 it, _ — 


dae eee 


Tam, te: 


Ark 


LETTER vl. 
ae: A Ee, 


'OU think, p. 20. 928 the Wer 05 the 
 Adareſs expecls too much from Diſſenters, 

when he looks to them only for a reformation of 
the abuſes of popery. But you groſsly miſtake 
his meaning, when you ſuppoſe that he had any 
idea of their doing this by any immediate effect 
opp the eſtabliſhed church, What he plainly 
appears to have meant, is, that thoſe who are 
unfettered” by eftabliſhments have their minds 
moſt at liberty to purſue the inveſtigation of 
truth; that the general progreſs of knowledge 
will enlighten the minds of the members of the 
eſtabliſhment ; and that the moment any of them 
entertain ſentiments different from thoſe of the 
eſtabliſhed ſyſtem, he in fact is. and ought. to 
appear, a diſſenter; and eſpecially, that no eſta- 
bliſiment, as ſuch, ever voluntarily reformed 
itſelf: becauſe this ſuppoſes the conſent of the 
majority of the body, Who will always be inte- 
reſted in the continuance of every preſent "ob 
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be it ever ſo corrupt, or abſurd, n 
gainful one. And till you, Sir, can produce an 
inſtance of an eſtabliſhment ſo reforming itſelf, 
all your theoretical ſpeculations, ſo curiouſiy 
5 diſplayed in the form of queries, p-. 21. will not 

deſerve the leaſt attention. It is not poſſibilities, 

or imagined — 2 Bi 2 chat wy want 
ing for chi \purpoſF; Ae 


As to the compariſons I have occaſionally 
drawn between the kinds and degrees of know- 
ledge, to be found among the Diſſenters and the 
members of the eſtabliſhed church, I am ſorry 
that I can ſee no reaſon to retract any thing I 
haye ſaid. I have che teſtimony of perſons not 
unacquainted with real life, and the world, and 


eſpecially among the moſt intelligent of the clergy 
themſelves, for what L have advanced; and I ap- 
peal to every mun who. in a oompetent judge, 
whether, he have not a full conviction of it. This 
Imean as a full anſwer (aud. it is all that I can 
fay by way of anſwer) to à great part of your 
pamphlet. e . 
Wende id 1 why 14 
T0 "Rig you, F'4 ther | bt am not 3 
angular in evety thing that I bave advanced con- 
cerning the. Engliſh clergy, I ſhall. quote the 
words of A man well acquainted. both with hu- 
, And real-life, and, withall, the moſt 


bene- 
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benevolent, the moſt candid, and; — 
che win, and moſt excellent of mankind. 


SS WT and 


tn e 
ſervation of all ſerious. attentive perſons in this 
kingdom. The ſuperior clergy; are, in general, 
ambitious, and eager. in the purſuit, of riches , 
flatterers of the great, and ſubſervient.to-party in- 
tereſt; negligent of their own immediate charges, 
and alſo of the inferior clergy, and their immediate 
charges. The inferior clergy imitate . their fuperi- 
ors, and, in general, take. little mare care of their 
pariſhes than barely what is neceſſary ta avoid the 
cenſure of the law. And the clergy of all ranłs are, 
in general, either ignorant, or, if they do apply, 
it is rather to profane learning, to philoſophical 
or political matters, than to the ſtudy. of the 
ſcriptures, of the oriental languages, of the Fa · 
thers, and eccleſiaſtical, authors, and of the writ: 
ings of devout men of different ages of the church. 
I fay this is, in general, the caſe, i. e. far the 
greater part of the clergy, af all. ranks. in this 
kingdom, are of this, kind.” Hartley's Ou 
vations on Man, Vol. Lp. 459- 110 


What writer of credit ever paſſed the ſane 
cenſure upon the body of diſſenting miniſters, 
degen 


erate as we are? You, Sir, even affe& to 
ridicule them for their attachment to thoſe: very 


ſtudies, which this great man laments: thay the 
clergy paid no attention to. It 
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1 ＋ you will look into the late Archbiſhop 
Secker*s charges to tbe clergy, you will find many 
paſſages, which might have been quoted in ſup- 
port of almoſt every thing that J have advanced 
concerning the ſtate of the church of England. 
He would not have joined with you, in ſaying, 
P. 40. that my cenſures are very roundly aſſerted 

but GRATIS DICTUM all. | 


Mi mY peur wenns upon my 5 fi, _ with 
reſpect to reading and knowledge of every kind, 
'Diſſenters are ſinking faſt to a level with the mem- 
bers of the eſtabliſbed church (in which, contrary 
to common ſenſe, and the moſt obvious rules of 
interpretation, you ſuppoſe that I meant, not 
what I neceſſarily muſt have meant, thoſe kinds 
of knowledge in which only I had aſſerted that 
the Diſſenters had the ſuperiority, but know- 
ledge of every other kind too, including theſe 
in which I had ſaid the Diſſenters were always 
inferior) you ſay, p. 8. Nothing can be more 
amazing, than that this ſhould ever have dropped 
from the pen of Dr. Prieftley. But pray, Sir, what 
elſe could be expected from a perſon of my in- 
attention to real life, vehemence of temper, 
and precipitation ? If I could have quoted any 
other work of yours, I might, in return, have 
expreſſed my wonder at fo very idle and unfair 
aremark ; but as you refer to no other, I can- 
not ſoy that I wonder at all. WM 
Not- 
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Notwithſtanding what I have written on the 
behalf of the Diſſenters, and their principles, I 
am not that bigot that you ſeem to take me to 
be. Satisfied as I am with my own principles 
and conduct, I hope that I ſhall always make 
allowance for the prejudices and miſtakes of 
others. To them I muſt appear prejudiced and 
miſtaken, and J hope they will make the ſame al- 
lowance for me. With my known zeal for the 
diſſenting intereſt, I have always been, and I 
hope always ſhall be happy in my intimacies with 
clergymen;of the eſtabliſhed church; and ſhould 
not ſcruple to have the ſame 1 intimacy with a Ro- 
man Catholic, a Jew, or a Mahometan, if they 
were men of ſenſe, and had a taſte for ſcience, 
or any branch of literature, that could furniſh 
topics on which we might improve and entertain 
one another. I conſider the members even of the 
popiſheſtabliſhment, that nter of iniquity and 
abomination, in a very different light from that 
eſtabliſhment itſelf; and I have the higheſt opinion 
both of the heads and hearts of many of the 
former, though I regard the latter with. en, 
tion and SS | 


With generous minds, ſuch. compariſons as I 
have drawn will only excite a generous and man- 
ly emulation; and to ſuppoſe, with you, that 
they can produce any unfavourable effect, is to. 
caſt a much greater n 


o 
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of the eſtabliſnment than I have any where done. 
If, however, after all, I were convinced, that, 
urged by what has been advanced by the adver- 
faries of the Diſſenters, F have ſometimes ex- 
preſſed myſelf. with incautious warmth, fo as to 
have offended but one truly ſenſible and worthy 
clergyman, I ſhould be ſincerely ſorry for it, and 
aſk his pardon. But; indeed; I am apprehen- 
five; that. I have given much more offence to 
more than one ſpecies of Diſſenters, than to any 
nee of the eftabliſhed church. 


LETTER. VII. 


SIR, 4 


MUST take de lber mw ceſpaſ upon 
your patience longer than uſual in this let- 
ter, as in it I propoſe no lefs than to examine 
the whole ſtrength and confiftency of the new prin- 
ciples of the diffenting intereſt contained in your 
performance. 


Finding both the old mode of defending the 
diſſenting intereſt, as the cauſe of triith, religion, 
and liberty, and tlie additional argument 
the conſtitution of the eſtabliſhed churc 
enjoining the Practice of idolatry, muſt be equaly 


given 
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given up; and finding that you, Sir, notwith- 
ſtanding the great conceſſions, you have made, 
profeſs yourſelf a Diſſenter, and even glory. in 
the name, p. 10. I was willing to learn from you 
the true and ſolid principles, ib. of our diſſent. 
As you are pleaſed to trite out ſo many of the 
old Agbs, I had no doubt but you would frike 
out ſome new ones too; but whether it be owing 
to my habit of precipitation, or ſome other 
cauſe, I cannot ſay, that I have yet been able, 
from your pamphlet, to ſupply myſelf with any 
better, or more conſiſtent principles of diſſent 
enen w_ — 


"Top — Allem a right ; in — to in- 
poſe articles of faith and modes of worſhip, p. 8. 
and yet, in the next page, you ſeem to waver in 
this maxim, on which you ſuppoſe that the conduct 
of the Dilſenters may be vindicated, againſt all the 
attacks of ſubtle reafoning, or of ridicule and con- 
;empt, P. ö; for you only ſay, that it may, per- 
haps, be aſſerted, that, in the ſituation of the old 
Puritans, they might have been excuſed, and even 
juſtified, in making a reſolute ſtand againſt the im- 
poſing ſpirit of their rulers, even though the things 
themſelves, which they required of them, had been 
liable to no confiderable objettion ; ſo that perbaps: 
alſo, fince it is a dubious caſe, they were nat to 
be excuſed or juſtified, in making the reſolute 
„ ſtill leſs would they have 

been 


. 
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been to be excuſed, if their ſituation had been 
different, and the things impoſed had been liable 
to 16 objection at all: for, according to you it is 
only poſſible that they might have been excuſed 
if the things had been liable to no conſiderable 
objection. Indeed you expreſs yourſelf with ſo 
much caution, that one may rather infer, that 
you diſapproved of their conduct, ſince you only 
fay that perhaps, they might have been nn 

not chat they can be excuſed. 


ö »Abeoeicy to my principles, this perhaps is en- 
tirely out of the queſtion. It is alſo a matter of 
indifference to me, whether the things impoſed 
be liable to no conſiderable objeftion, or to no ob- 
jedtion at all. In either caſe, the great principle 
of religious liberty, is abſolutely, and equally 
given up by the leaſt ſubmiſſion: for it is an ac- 
 knowledgment. of the right to require it. In- 
deed you yourſelf muſt have thought ſo, when 
you ſaid, p. 10, that if men are perſuaded they 
can worſhip their mater with greater propriety and 
advantage, they are under à moral n to 


FLIES from the N 


Though your ſtyle, Sir i is very [pleaſing I do 
not think your method the happieſt in the world; 
as I find ſome difficulty in picking out, | from 
the different parts of your performance, what 
are © the diſtinct reaſons for up diſſent, How- 
| ever, 
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ever, I ſhall trace them as well as I can. In p. 10, 
I find you ſay, that there are many things in the 
conſtitution, doctrine, and. worſhip of the church 
of England, which are liable to conſiderable ob- 
jections; but this is not ſaying that they are in- 
vincible ones. I myſelf, and I doubt not you too, 
have very conſiderable objections to many things 
in the ſituation of the diſſenters, and yet we con- 
tinue among them. 


Jou alſo Pn p. 11, 1t is, moreover, with me, 
a material objeftion againſt the church of England, 
that it, in a great meaſure, precludes improvements 
in the mode of religious worſhip, and obliges its 
members to fit down contented in its preſent imper- 
fect ſtate. But according to your own confeſſion, 
and with reſpect to this very caſe, you ſay, p. 23, 
that there is a wide difference between ſpeculation 
and experience, and that freedom of enquiry and 
ſentiment prevails as much among the laity, and 
even the clergy of. the eſtabliſhed church, as among 
diſſenters. If this now be the caſe, and the diſ- 
ſenting intereſt be no more the cauſe of religion, 
liberty, and truth, than the cauſe of the church 
of England, I do not ſee that your objections 
to the eſtabliſhment can be ſo. very conſiderable, . 
or material as you pretend them to be; and I 
cannot but think that they might be put in a 
fair way of being removed. H there be nothing 
but ſpeculation in favour n 
C 2 W 
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while there is experience in favour of the church 
of England; what wiſe man will heſitate which 
to prefer. Your on opinion of ſpeculation in 
particular, which I ſhall conſider afterwards, I 
ſhould not think to be- ſuch, as that you would 
en erer guide —— By 


8 1e can u de conceive, that, upon the Caine 
principles on which you profeſſedly vindicate the 
conformity of clergymen, your friends might 
vindicate yours, viz. on thoſe of benevolence, 
p. 58. To uſe your own words, they might 
think it right, in you, to ſubmit to the uſual forms 
of admiſſion into the church, which it certainly is 
not in your pater to alter, rather than give up 
(or not gain) - the-uſeful charatter of a clergyman. 
They might ſay, that the difficulties you would la- 
hour under in the aburch ef Enyland, are to be 
met with even among diſſenters, p. 39, where," in 
order to be-acceptable and uſeful, a man is under 7 
neceſſity, if nut of | ſubſcribing. to articles, yet of 
conforming, in a certain degree, iu the cuſtoms, api. 
nions, and prejudices of mankind. They would 
certainly look upon ſuch conformity to be law- 
ful, when it would afford you an opportunity of 
being more uſeful to mankind, than 1 2 
bad o probability of being without i. FW 


on theſe een you Fm Fr et 
miniſters of the ichhebiahod othurch: may be vin- 
dicated 
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dicated without any impeachment. of their integrity, 
ſince it is not neceſſary that theſe maxims be juſt, 
but that to them they appear to be ſo, For my 
part, I do not ſee how a man is leſs guilty of 
telling a lie, or of perjuring himſelf, if he aſ- 
ſerts a known untruth, notwithſtanding he may 
propoſe to gain ſome good end by it: and it ap- 
pears to me, chat there muſt be ſomething wrong 
in a man's mind, if he can perſuade himſelf that, 
in this caſe, folemn- lying, or perjury is laws. 
ful; and I on that I have no idea of a more 
formal or explicit act of falſhood, than a ſub- 
ſcription to r ob 3 a man does 
— 1 Wy on the 


— Brin mbar — it ee 
be exactly the caſe of dog evil that gad may 
come, and though you ſhould have read the ſcrip- 
tures with no other view than to pick out moral 
ſentences, pi 37, I preſume that you are ſo well 
acquainted with them, that I do not need to con- 
tinue the —— | 

of > pn OA. 

Api he whole ry cannot | help abinkie that 
your mode of vindicating conformity to the 
church of England, will as well vindicate confor · 
mity to popery ; and it appears to me, that the 
preſent is no proper time for relaxing the obli- 
| nn n in this caſe. Feet many 
1 My wr (th TW biaſſes 
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biafſes on that ſide, that a wiſe man, will rather 
chuſe to throw his — — into the other ſcale. 


To rinſed myſelf more Ae; been 
with your principles of the diſſenting intereſt, I 
next turn to what you ſay on the ſubject of occa- 
fronal conformity, p. 55, where I find you are of 
opinion, that à man is not to confider what anti- 
chriſtian errors be may countenance, in any place 
of worſhip, but where he has the cleareſt proſpect 
of perſonal improvement and pleaſure. In this 
maxim, Sir, I believe you have the meritof being 
quite original; for I do not find that it was at 
all known, either to any of the reformers from 
popery, or to our forefathers the old Puritans. 
If l be at all acquainted with their hiſtory, their 

firſt conſideration was that mode of worſhip which 
was moſt agreeable to the ſcriptures and the will 
of God; their perſonal improvement was but a 
ſecondary conſideration with * and their Plea- 
Je no conſideration at all,” | | 


When chele favourite wks of — were 
ſhut up, they thought it their duty to attend pub- 
lick worfhip in thoſe places which they moſt ap- 
proved, provided there was nothing fful in 
the ſervice; and upon this principle they fre- 
quented the eſtabliſhed churches. But though 
they might have gone as ſpectators of the method 
in which the worſhip of Gods conducted by any 


of 
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of the human race, they did not think with-you, 
p. 56, that they might innocently join in publick 
worſhip with any ſet of chriſtians, and much leſs 
with Jews or Mahometans. This would have 
appeared to them, however it may appear to you, 
p. 56, exceedingly alarming and dreadful. 


To communicate with the church of Rome 
would have appeared to them an act of idolatry, 
and to frequent the Turkiſh moſque, though 
there ſhould have been no chriſtian church in rhe 
country, would have appeared to them a renounc- 
ing of chriſtianity. They would as ſoon have 
changed the Lord's- ſupper for circumciſion. In 
thoſe circumſtances, they would have thought it 
their duty to ſhow their abhorrence of the national 
worſhip, and even to be ſingular in ſuch a cauſe, 
though at the riſque of every thing that was dear 
to chem, and of life itſelf. 


With reſpect to the church of Rome, though 
you may call it a chriſtian church. the old tre- 
formers and Puritans would have applied to 
themſelves the words of that awful voice from 
heaven, in the book of Revelation, xviii. 4. 
Come out of ber my people, that ye be not partak- 
ers of ber fins, and "that ye een Hers? 
Plagues. 


| As tothe co countenance that « a man may give to an- 
011  tichriſtian 
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tichriſtian errors, by his example, in theſe caſes, you 
lay, p. 55» Ibat it is not to. be confidered, becauſe it 
has very little influence, indeed, that his example in 
this caſe can baus. Now this appears to me to 
be a very dangerous maxim; Every. man has 
more or leſs. influence, and it is of great impor- 
tance that every man ſhould attend to it, and 
govern his conduct by it. Of the two, therefore, 
I would rather chuſe to give a man an idea of 
his importance in this reſpect, being greater, ra- 
ther than of its being leſs then it really is; 
ſince a ſenſe of dignity and importance i is a great 
incentive to worthy actions. 


* — 
eee 
LETTER: "ITE" 


STR, s OH 2p 13436 


\H E pains ui ab to noothii over 

the buſineſs of ſubſcription, to articles 

of faith which a man does not believe, have led 

me to reflect a little more upon the ſubject, as 

an adlion of a moral nature; and as the reſult of 

my reflections is a good deal different from that 
of dun. I am willing n | 


 Aftions that are alike morally Wrong, as being a 
ng the rule of our duty, are hy no 


means 
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means equal with reſpect to malignity; and they 
are ſo far from being /imilar in their nature, that 
ſome of them are even diametrically oppoſite to 
others. It may not be poſſible to define or ar- 
range them all with perfect accuracy, but I think 
we may e mark 'the GY diſtinet claſſes. 


Fut, 1 vices eee and 
lewdneſs, the object of which is the gratification 
of the ſenſual appetites. Theſe vices are in 
themſelves ver / conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt re- 
gard to honeſty, veracity, and humanity; though 
if there ſhould be no other method of gratify- 
ing the ſenſes; but at the expence of honeſty, or 
ne ans might yield in the conteſt. 


AnabeoGareSivigad ſprings n immode- 
rate ſelfiſhneſs, or an exceſſive thirſt for riches 
and power; which is perfectly conſiſtent with 
perſonal ſobriety; but frequently . 7 85 
CY AY 1 7 

5 

A third ſet conſidhs: of the vices of ae 
neſs, as curſing and ſwearing, &c. which are per- 
fectly OY * 225 ——çf.— "_ het 
_— pit * 


. 10 17 5 ** +4 . 1 


If 1 were to — an eſtimate of the de- 
grees of malignity peculiar to theſe different kinds 
or claſſes of vice, I would ſay that the laſt ap- 


theſe; N other pendus⸗ 
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pears to me to be the leaſt dangerous; becauſe it 
generally ariſes from a mere thoughtleſs habit, 
and gratifies no natural paſſion, but only a fool- 
liſh notion of talking and behaving like a man of 
ſpirit,” a notion 3 511 * os —— 


? The firſt Maki ſet of vices 1 ſhould _ 
in the next place, with reſpe& to malignity and 


danger. Age will, of courſe,” make all ſenſual 


gratifications of leſs value; and if a man can 
be brought to think or reflect at all, * 2 be 
N 1 1 e r- Nes 

. But ad claſs hinge which I meet in 
the ſecond place, or thoſe which ariſe from an in- 
ordinate regard to /elf-intereft, are of the moſt 
malignant nature, and withal the moſt incurable. 
Self- intereſt is a principle that is known to grow 
ſtronger to the very lateſt period of human life; 
and whereas the former ſet of vices may be ſaid 
to affect the body, theſe vitiate the ſoul itſelf, and 
corrupt the very ſource of moral conduct. The 
vices of ſenſuality are ſuch as a man is moſt apt 
to be betrayed into when he is off his guard; 
but greater coolneſs, and preſence of mind only 
enable the ſelfiſh and fraudulent to deceive and 


ruin men more ſecurely and ſuccelafully. Be- 


ſides thoſe vices chiefly ee a man's e * 


Now 
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Now I ſcruple not to ſay, that, in my opinion, 
a deliberate ſubſcription to articles of faith which 
a man does not believe (by which I mean a ſub- 
ſcription to them as the means of getting a liveli- 
hood, or raiſing a fortune) is of this moſt dan- 
gerous nature; and let thoſe who pretend to do 
it as a means of placing themſelves in a ſituation 
in which they may do the greateſt good, examine 
themſelves well, and be very ſure that they are 
not un influenced by ſome other motive. 


uh man who can thus tell a deliberate lye, an 
really think it juſtifiable; muſt, on the ſame prin- 
ciple, be able to juſtify any actions of a ſimilar 
nature, and ſuch as have the ſame object; and 
thus a general rule or maxim will be formed, that 
may lead him to deceive and impoſe upon man- 


If he be not able to juſtify ſuch a ſubſcription 
to his own. conſcience, and be of a truly ingenu- 
ous diſpoſition, he has done an action that he 
cannot but reflect upon with pain and remorſe as 
long as he lives; or, not being able either to 
juſtify his conduct, or to repent of it, and make 
the proper ſatisfaqtion, his mind may become, as 
it were, callous, or hardened, ſo that he ſhall be 
quite deſperate, and capable of any moral 
tranſgreſſion. Some, however, may poſſibly 
think to compenſate for the want of one virtue, 

| : | by 
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by a greater attention to others, and be more 
zealous in the diſcharge of their duty in other 
reſpects; but in proportion as this conduct in- 
vigorates the power of conſcience, it muſt make 
them then more eee tee of dn . 


n 


- With hols ab . — at 
all of the nature of the action, the caſe is very 
different. Subſcription, in them, is an action of 
no malignity, and has no moral conſequences. 
Such perſons have done nothing that they re- 
proach themſelves for; and what appears to o- 
thers to be a manifeſt bye; or equivocation, has 
no tendency to make them lye or equivocate in 
any other caſe. Subſcription is with them ſuch a 
vice as thoſe are guilty of who uſe a trivial oath, 
without knowing it to be one, and it does not 
tend to make them prophane in other reſpects. 
It muſt be obſerved; however, that no man can 
be faid to be excuſable, who can do a thing of fo 
ſolemn a nature, as a ſubſcription to articles of 
faith without conſideration, or taking pains to in- 
form himſelf concerning the nature of the ac- 
tion. 68, 1-30 en 1% be 4 i 5 


- 
2 1 5 — 7 5 q 
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To what is advanced above, it is neceſſary to add 
another caſe, which is that of thoſe who ſubſcribed 
when they were not aware of the nature of the ac- 
tion; but who, upon being better informed, would 


not 
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not repeat the ſubſcription for the ſake of any 
preferment whatever. Theſe are certainly ſome 
of the moſt worthy and excellent of the clergy. 
Having no view to advance themſelves in the 
church, they aſſiduouſſy apply themſelves to the 
duties of their ſtation, and are the fartheſt in the 
world from any thing that approaches to falſe- 
oder CAA irs in their conduct in life. 
bh "a 
80 dung as ſuch — 
ſubſcription as having no relation to their preſent 
ſituation, to which they attained by means ef 
it; and fo long as they can conſider their continu- 
ance in the church, and their uſe of the Enghfh 
liturgy as no virtual repetition of their ſubſcrip- 
tion, all may be pretty well. But it appears to 
me, that perſons of ingenuous diſpoſitions can 
hardly be without ſcruples on theſe heads, and 
that theſe ſcruples muſt ſometimes make them 
uneaſy. 


To others it appears evident, that the inten- 
tion of the legiſlature was, that all church pre- 
ferments ſhould be confined to thoſe who ſhould 
continue to hold certain opinions, and not thoſe 
who only once held them; and that if the preſent in- 
cumbents be not the perſons intended by the law 
for the offices and emoluments they paekels, they 
have no more right to them, than a fellow of 
college has to a fellowſhip, after he has tak 


wite 
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- wife; But perhaps it may be replied, that neither 


is a fellow of a college under any obligation to re- 
Port ee nor = clergyman his change of 


' 11 thall ances with obſerving, that it becomes 
every chriſtian to put the moſt candid conſtruction 
upon the conduct of others. If we think that any 
perſons, through the influence of their ſituations, 
ſee things in what appears to us a wrong light, 
and in conſequence of it, act in a manner not the 
moſt favourable to the general intereſts of chriſti- 
anity, let us be thankful that we ourſelves have 
not been brought into the ſame temptation, 


1 Avariety of other conſiderations on this ſubject 
I do not mention in this place, as they have been 
een and by mlif die where, | 


1 am, &c. 


TT K 


8 IR, 


O U ſeem ſo much diſpleaſed with what 
| the author of the Free Addreſs has ſaid, by 
way of exhortation to the more opulent Diſſen- 


, to a liberal ſupport of the cauſe, that you 
| think 
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think it neceſſary, as you ſay, p. 50, 10 give this 
ſubjeft a diſtinct conſideration; and yet I do not 
ſee wherein you differ from that author. You 
ſay, p. 50, I is doubtleſs reaſonable, that diſſent- 
ing miniſters ſhould be provided for, in ſuch a man- 
ner as ſhall raiſe them above indigence and contempt, 
and enable them to make an appearance inthe world, 
fuitable to their charafter and ſtation, '&c. | You 
even ſay, p. 52, that the provifion for miniſters 
in poor places, and the education f perſons. for the 
miniſtry require, perhaps, à greater degree of atten- 
tion than is at preſent paid to them; and you even 
propoſe, p. 51, more than he doth, viz. ſome 
kind of ſecurity for their comfortable ſubſiſtence. 


Notwithſtanding all this, you can ſay, p. 52, 
We need not fear that the cauſe will fink for want 
of a proper ſupport, and that, in caſe. of perſecu- 
tion, the preſent race of Diſſenters would grudge no 
expence that the exigence of the times might require. 


Beſides quoting your own acknowledgments 
in the laſt paragraph, are you ſo unacquainted 
with the ſtate of things among us, as not to know, 
that many miniſters and their families are now 
actually ſtarving, that many places of worſhip. 
are actually ſhut up, and that many more cannot 
be kept open any longer, for want of a neceſſary 
ſupport ; in other words, for want of that being 
done which the exigence of the preſent times re- 

| quires ? 
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quires? And how is this to be remedied, when, 


in p. 53, you , that, in our preſenr-circum-. 
Fances, .thernore opulent Diſſenters are under no 
kind of obligation to deny themſelves the innocent 
gratiſications and amuſement of life on that account. 
Really, Sir, you ſeem to expect great ſupplies, 
but you have provided no funds that are at all 
adequate to them. You muſt hold the cauſe 
very cheap indeed, or think it already very well 
provided for, if you think that a man is under 
no obligation to deny himſelf the en of 
ernennen. n 


Lou are offended, 1 62, mith the 
author of the addreſs, for ſaying that it is c TERIS 
PARIBUS,: more probable that we are the diſciples of 
Chriſt, if we are frowned upon by the powers of 
the world, than if we bave free acceſs to all the 
emoluments of 4t-; and that, ia fituation in every 
reſpet? favourable to the purſuits, and enjoyments. 
of this life, it would not be eaſy for à man to at- 
tain any thing like a ſatisfactory conviftion, that be 
had the proper temper and diſpoſition of a chriſtian. 
Now I thought it had been univerſally acknow- 
ledged, that a man has the beſt chance of know- 
ing both himſelf and his friends in adverſity, and 
and that in proſperity he has much leſs r of - 
Pray. tag 7; a0 Vn r 


*4 


"But the conſequence you draw Seas the ay 
doctrine 
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docttine appears to me the moſt extraordinary, 
If this be true, you ſay, p. 62. it muſt certainly be 
the duty of every chriſtian, who is ſo unfortunate 
as to be placed in circumſtances which do not expoſe 
him to any confiderable hardſhips, voluntarily to ſub- 
jet? bimſelf to trials and perſecutions. Now, I ſee 
no ſuch inference: but as you have no great opi- 
nion of Logic of Metaphyſics, it cannot be ex- 
pected that you ſhould have the ſame advantage 
over me in drawing logical concluſions, that you 
would have had in declamation. I believe it is 
generally allowed by chriſtians, and all who be- 
lieve in the doctrine of a providence, that all the 
afflictions of life, the loſs of a child for inſtance, 
are, or may be, of great uſe to them: but that 
it is, therefore, a man's duty to Kill a favourite 
child even] and then, in order to get his full 
ſhare of affliction, and of the benefit oft, is a 
concluſion that few petſons, I believe, are in the 
leaſt aware of; and what they would hardly be 
made to underſtand, or act upon, though they 
were urged by all your powers of declamation, 
aided by an equal ll is Tore. © an, c. . 


LETTER "IX 


70 PoE ſo very particular i in your 


account of the Nudes proper to prepare a 
D perſon 
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erſon for re chriſtian miniſtry, * in deſcrib- 
ing ſome traits of the miniſterial character, chat 
1 dare ſay you. meant to draw my . at- 
tention, and that of the public, Wen it. 


"You begin with complaining, p. 34. thats in al 
the academies. you bave beard of, far the greater 
part of the time devoted to preparatory ſtudies is em- 
Pleyed in going thraugh a long ſeries of inguiries and 
debates, relating. to the, refinements and ſubtleties of 
metaphyſics, or to ſubjetts of theological controverſy, 
and in turning over dry and tedious volumes of ano- 
tations, commentaries, and expoſitions, to fix the 
preciſe meaning of difficult texts of ſeripture. This 
you are, pleaſed to call a laborious, and, in a great 
meaſure, a fruitleſs courſe of Auch; and you ſay, 
that, .as the caſe. now ftands,. it is only thoſe who © 

baue good ſenſe and taſte enough to pur ſue, of their 
on accord, more uſeful and polite accompliſhments, 
Iban they ate likely 10 acquire by Iftening to the de. 
4 bates of learned metaphyſicians, theologians, and 
critics, «who can be expected to. come into the world 
without any diſagreeable peculiarities, and with the 
proper 2 - the charafter i in which AS 


dba 
'4 11 FT\ - 


Afcervitts, P. 44- - ** "that I mean 
by religious and ſcriptural knowledge, for which 1 
commend the Diſſenters, the endleſs debates and 


* di AO Cl P's divines. Tou talk, 
EO 


o 
— 
— 
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Sir, p. 37. of the whole art of compoſition, in 
which you would have ſtudents for the miniſtry 
trained, and you ſeem to avail yourſelf of ſome 
part of it here, by inſerting in your charge ſuch 
epitbets as cannot fail to enforce the ſentence you 
intend to paſs. If I thought theſe ſtudies u/zleſs, 
I ſhould certainly agree with you in condemning 
them. If you had been a logician, you would of 
yourſelf have perceived the folly of amuſing 
yourſelf and the public with ſuch identical propo- 
tions. * 


From the general ſpirit and obvious tendency 
of what you ſay on this ſubject, it ſeems to be 
very nearly your opinion, that the leſs pains a 
ſtudent for the chriſtian miniſtry takes to under- 
ſtand the ſcriptures, or to get a critical know- 
ledge of them (and by critical muſt be meant a 
juſt and accurate knowledge of them) the better; 
and that it is more ſuitable to his character to be 
a fine gentleman, than a learned divine. Now it 
appears to me, that there would be juſt the ſame 
propriety in diſſuading a young gentleman at any 
of the inns of court, from giving his time to 
dry and tedious law books; and I dare ſay you could 
have been juſt as eloquent upon one caſe as the / 

But really, Sir, I do not ſee that there is any 


need to ſacrifice your favourite object of making 
| D 2 your 
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your miniſter a fe gentleman, by making him a 
—_— at the ſame time. One branch of know- 
ge is juſt as conſiſtent, or inconſiſtent, with 
— as another, and I do not ſee that ruſticity of 
manners has any nearer affinity with logie or me- 
taphyfics, than it has with natural philoſophy, or 
even with philoſophical criticiſm, or a juſt taſte 
for the Belles Lettres, the profeſſors of which have 
often been the rudeſt of mankind. Beſides, the 
critical ſtudy of the claſics is not leſs dry and te- 
dious than the critical ſtudy of the ſcriptures, and 
you have heavy commentators in both caſes. 


You are pleaſed, indeed, to admit the ſtudy 
of the ſcriptures to be a ſecondary obje, p. 36. 
but you ſay that Audents for the miniſtry will al- 
low them à degree of attention equal to their impor- 
| tance, if they carefully puruſe a few of the buſt 

books on theſe topics (as you call them.) Now by 
a few] preſume you cannot mean more than half 
a dozen, or at moſt balf u ſcore, light duodeci- 
mo's ; and I doubt not you would have them e- 
legantly bound, gilt, and lettered; to give them, 
as much a8 poſſible, the . drr of _ 
On wes jt 85 


Ibu are — — p. ani to advise the 
reading of the ſcriptures, along with the best no- 
rat writings, antient and modern, with a view to 
ce Tg the moſt uf and firiking obſer- 


vations, 


vations, ſentiments, &c. which occur on the ſeveral 
heads of morality, in order to furniſh them with a 
ftack of materials for their future compoſitions. 

Upon the whole: you ſeem to conſider the com- 
polition and delivery of ſermons to be the whole 
buſineſs of a miniſter ; and in this I am far from 
agreeing with you. Your whole ſcheme appears 

to me to be calculated to form a declaimer, but 
by no means a divine, or chriſtion miniſter. To 
form theſe characters much more uſe muſt be 
made of the ſcriptures, than there is any provi- 
ſion for in your ſcheme of education. Indeed, 
you ſeem to have ſo little uſe for the ſcriptures, 
that I cannot help thinking, that when Mr. Venn 
ſhall proceed to the ceremony of burning bis bible, 
you will not be the er e pk 
ſent. | x 


' As you make. fo lids uſe of tha ſtudy of * 
ſcriptures, I do not wonder that you did not re- 
commend a particular ſtudy of Jewiſh and chriſ- 
tian antiquities, - and an acquaintance with the 
early chriſtian writers (I ſuppoſe you would tart 
at the very name of the Fathers): yet theſe are 
ſtudies that, dry and tedious as you may think 
them, are, in my opinion, wellmwargh the payne 
of a miniſter af e pep 'y 


| As ou fm a hve mended to comprehend 
D 3 


34 Letters concerning 


in your /i articles every thing neceſſary, and 
even particularly uſeful in the furniture of a 
chriſtian-miniſter, I wiſh you had taken ſome no- 
tice of proper methods to cultivate a ſerious and 
devout temper of mind, and thoroughly to im- 
bide the genuine ſpirit of chriſtianity; that, hav- 
ing, withall, a ſtock of chriſtian literature, he 
* be prepared for every good word and work. | 


It is poſſible; Sir, (now that 1 recolle&t ſome 
other parts of your piece) that you might be ap- 
prehenſtve, that theſe ſevere ſtudies, and this ſe- 
rious diſpoſition would be in ſome danger of in- 
terfering with the polite accompliſhments, on which 
you lay ſo much ſtreſs, and thoſe amuſements of 
miniſters to which you wiſh, p. 45. the laity a- 
mong the Diſſenting had fewer objections than 
they have. Of thoſe you have been pleaſed to 
ſpecify, P- 43. the diverſions of muſic and danc- 
mg, frequenting theatrical entertainments, enjoying 
#be a" of hunting, Sc. Sc. 


eden FI I cannot | help withing 1e in- 
ſtead of ' thoſe two et cetera's, you had mentioned 
a few more particulars, that we might have had 
ſome notion where we were to ſtop in this eaſy 
progreſs. As you have ſuppreſſed the particulars, 
ſome other perſon may poſſibly imagine that one 
of theſe et cetera's was meant for a laced coat, and 
| that 
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chat, in order to be conſiſtent, a young miniſter 
of the polite accompliſhments you deſcribe, and. 
who has diveſted himſelf of every other ſingu- 
larity, ought to be equipped with them; for as 
theſe things are innocent in the people, they 1 
according to your general maxim, P. 44 Ze ſo 

in the Ny. 4 | | 


But ſays St. Paul, At es are el unto 
me, but all things are not expedient ; and this ex- 
pedience muſt ever depend upon the ſentiments. 
and prejudices of others, and not upon the na- 
ture of the things themſelves. It is poſſible that 
you may have given ſo much attention to this new 
ſubject of human life, that you have had but lit- 
tle to beſtow on. n the 8 old 1 of buman 
nature. 8 | ee; 


. 


- 1 have been AE * to 1 f 
the place of your education, from your perfor- 
mance, but hitherto have puzzled myſelf. to no 
purpoſe. I only conclude that you muſt be a 
gentleman of ſome fortune, who have been edu- 
cated along with miniſters at ſome, of our acade- 
mies. I once thought I had got a Pretty good 
ſcent, but I was thrown out again, by what you 
ſay about the teaching of metaphyſics; ' In all 
the academies for the education of miniſters that. 1 
have heard of, you ſay, p- 34» by far the greater 
part of tbe three or four years which are devoted 

; to 
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zo — Pudies are employed i in going through 
a long ſeries of enquires and debates, relating to 
the refinements. and ſubtleties of. metaphyſics, or to 
ſubjets of theological controverſy, Now this de- 
ſcription correſponds to no academy that I haye 
yet heard of. In none of them that I am aC- 
quainted with, are there more a very. few 
lectures given on the ſubject of metaphyſics, pro-. 
perly ſo called, 7. e. ontology ; and the attention that 
is paid to other ſtudies that have the ſame general 
object, viz. teaching an accurate diſtinion of our 
ideas, and preciſion in the uſe .of words, as the 
ns of ideas, appears to me to be little enough, 
conſidering their very great importance. I ſhould 
have thought that a gentleman of your. taſte 
would have ſpoken with more reſpect of the ſub, 
jet of Mr Lock's celebrated Eſſay on the buman 
underſtanding. If the ſubject of that excellent 
and valuable book. be, not what you mean by 
netaplyſtes, I ſhould be glad to khow what you 
do mean by that term. Beſides, before you ſet 
afide the ſtudy of metaphyſics, you ſhould con- 
ſider, that the modern deifts make uſe of argu- 

ments that are exceedingly ſubtle and metaphyſi- 
cal; and ſhould not a chriſtian miniſter be ſo 
armed, as to be ä to contend yith them at 8 


2 
own weapons? e ys 


ores 1 


| Whatever place may Ae had the hono | 
1 of Jour. education, 1 cannot t ſay that = 


ceive 
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ceive the leaſt trace of your having had the ſame 
Alma Mater with myſelf. Nor can I think you 
have ſo much as heard of another academy a- 
mong the Diſſenters, the conſtitution of which 
I particularly admire, and where you would find 
a plan of education actually reduced to pratige 
infinitely ſuperior, in my opinion, to that Which 
you plume yourſelf ſo much upon ſketching out 
in theory. And there, in the jon of the 
ſtudies of miniſters, you will find a man, who, 
to the learning and dignity of a tutor, zoins the 
caſe. of a Kaka and the affection en a APR | 


—_- of = 


that they bave H the 1 ou. mention in- | 
4 15 with them, and you la, * have. 555 4 
rept, DJ 

O reform them altogether, ons 55 
You give me (excluſtve of the attempt at a the- 
torical figure) an idea of the wiſdom 7 Fenty, 
with the air of fourſcore. And when I review the 
whole ſtock of your notions concerning the dil. 
ſenting intereſt, and diſſenting miniſters, I can- 


not bi; Expreing 4 US | in a ſimilar manner. 3a 
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8 I © 5 2151 72 
W. HETH ER your patience be exhauſted 


or not, I cannot tell; but I aſſure you, 
begin to be weary myſelf. I ſhall, therefore, 

a. Aa poſſible diſpatch with what remains of 
the ſubject of « our Fortelpontlente. 1 X 


0 : 


© You ſeem to have pleaſed yourſelf ſo much 
with an ideal method of conducting reformations, 
that I dare ſay you would be diſappointed, if I 
took no notice of it. It is your opinion, it ſeems, 
Sir, P. 68, (founded, no doubt, on a perfect ac- 
quaintance with real life) that in all direct and 
open attacks on the errors and prejudices of man- 
kind, we meet with two great, nay almoſt inſupera- 
ble difficulties ; z and that the only thing that is prac-. 
ticable, is to ſuffer their errors and prejudices to 
die away without notice. I conclude, therefore, 
that no controverſial writings would ever have 
the ſanction of your imprimatur; and that had 
you had the direction of the preſs, ſuch books 
as Clark on the Trinity, Hardly on the Sacrament, 
and many others, which have generally been 
thought to have done good ſervice to the cauſe 
of truth, would never have ſeen the light; and 


that the Theological Repoſitory, which has the 
ſame objeRt, would ſoon be ſhut up. 8 
f c 
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At your tribunal, I conclude that the conduct 
of Wickliffe, Hus, and Luther, would have 
been ſeverely cenſured; and even the humorous 
writings of Eraſmus muſt not have been heard 
of; for ridicule is notice. I wiſh, Sir, (hot to 
reize you with many examples) you, would in- 
form the public, what, in your opinion, would 
now have been the ſtate of chriſtianity,” if the 
errors and abuſes of popery had been ſuffered to 
die away without notice; or what would have 
been the ſtate of religion i in general, if the di- 
OY had PD WET ct 


As you mention only two great” ani: Aba 
inſuperable difficulties, in making direct and 
open attacks on the errors and prejudices of man- 
kind, I hope it will not detain us long if I brief 
ly conficies een, : 

To my very great farptize'T kid the ſt 6f 
them, p. 68. to be our being far from abſolutely 
certain that what we apprehend to be truth, is ſo 
in reality, Now this would appear to me to be- 
long to the claſs of the difficulties we meet with 
in coming at truth ourſelves, and not to thoſe we 
have to fear 1 in propagating it among wür 


1 


Wat you ſay upon tis ſubject ix very Little? 
and ſo very general, that it is impoſſible to anſ- 
wer it. But I think you lay the foundation of 
univerſal ſcepticiſm, in 3 Pp. 68. that 

there 
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there is ſo much, fallacy in buman i that, 
excepting only with regard to  ſelf-evidew, | and Pri- 
mary truths, which the mind receives. as foop as 
they are pr opoſed, we muſt, after all our ſpecula- 
2 5 remain in Lip — 2 and uncer- 


5 e et eee 
the belief of a reſurrection and a future life, 
are by no means ſuch as the mind receives as ſcan 
_ as they are propoſed; and yet, I thank God, Ihave 
not the leaſt doubt, or uncertainty in my mind 
concerning. any of them; and ſhall, have no 
{cruple. abput uſing my utmoſt endeavours to 
mes. Si ne gon — wi eras 


-. Your ſecond reaſon againſt all 1 attempts 


to enlighten, the wind cf men is, p. 10. that 70 
Place befare mankind a ſeries of arguments, on which 
gur opinions are founded, is te call them to & kind. 
of intelle@Fual exerciſes, ie which db are unge- 
cuared, ond to alſen them 4 telt which they have 
nal N 1 Had, then, that mankind 
have neither abilities nor leiſure co he led beyond 
ſelf-evident and primary truths, which the mind 
reeeiyes.as-ſoon s they are propoſed. In my gpi- 
niqg. Than: they would. never advance ſo far in 
| ech ance eue re heute creatir 


e ene nm rio E 
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tion,, Aid that the elephagt would exceed chem in 
underſtanding 4 much as he doth in fize. But 1 
6 nich Higher opinion of the capacities even 

bulk bf wand; J do not rhink"tlizt 
Tag is {6 very great 4 difference in our mental 
powers; and that the difference there is would 
nearly vaniſh, if they were more exerciſed, | eſ- 

on moral ànd religious ſubjects. Of all 
the thaxims of popkry, the oft dangerous is 
generally eſteemed to be their kerping the chr 
Fon Proper in igndrahits. 


100 Wailt indeed, p. 61. n Hiroſe 
with what I have already quoted 1 leave to you 
to make out) that great octhfrons may" ſometimes 
occur, toben a ſuuden revolution in religious affairs 
may Jetome expedient, and even neceſſary; but as 
it is only pofible; that a ſudden revolution may 
be neceffary, even when the great oecafions* ds 
occur; and it — — th Aon 
cur, I cannot ſuppoſe” that you think it WM 9. 
buble that ſuch a reyolution will ever become 51 
pedient, and muth leſs neceffary. Indeed 1 
mould nit wonder at their occurring e feldom, 
when nothing can be ſuppoſed to Juſtify them 
but the cauſe of ſelf-evident and primary trutſis; 
for as to all others, we who ſtudy thetn; muſt 
never expect to arrive at certainty ourſelves ; 
and if we could, it would be too difficult à taſk 
for the bulk of mankind to ſpeculate at all 2 
bout them. Looking 


2 
OY 
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Looking about, on every ſide, for a little light 
on this ſukject, I almoſt flatter myſelf, that J have 
made a diſcovery of one of the great occaſions 
on Which yu would think that a direct attack 
on the errors and prejudices of W 1 
Wade «1 — s 

——— 43 Rn 
fer, who was 1 1 6 from the ſervice of a ſociety 
F reſpectable and genteel Diſſenters, in a large and 
polite city, for an occaſional attendance upon. the 
theatre, and for quoting ſome moral ſentences from 
Shakeſpeare in his ſermons, with a: pretty ſevere 
cenſure. on the conduct of the people, but,with- 
out the» leaſt hint of any upon that of the mi 
niſter; and afterwards, p. 14. on obſerving 
that miniſters. have eyes. and ears in cammon with 
their bearers, and are, at leaſt, equally capable 
with them of reliſhing the beauties of nature, and 
of being delighted with the. melody. of ſound, or of 
being agreeably impreſſed and agitated by a lively 

 fititious repreſentation of human characters; you 
| ſeerno reaſon, you ſay, why: they ſbould deny them- 
ſelues thoſe gratifications, to which their particular 
l and taſte lead them, provided they. keep 
wits e neee of n 


care, 5 as 
; * = 2 „ 14. N. 2494 % 
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„I therefore: "PRO OED not con- | 
"oF wa eee, chjr young mne 


N 
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had no reaſon to ceaſe frequenting the theatre, 
and quoting plays in his ſermons, mexely to ob- 
lige his people; and as you ſay they are agentes!, 
as well as a repectabls ſoacty, it cannot be Tuppoſ- 
ed that they diſmiſſed him for the firſt offences or 
without hinting to him the conſequence of his con · 
duct. bi, this. caſe, therefore, you ſeem to be an ad 
Nay Fu or Bp COSI to frequent the theatre, 
APO A at the ri que of his intereſt in his 
congregation. -Now-really, Sir, you. appear ta 
me to be for reforming with much more yiolence 
and raſhneſs than myſelf. But it ſeams that ab- 
furd and monſtrous opinions in religion muſt be 
ſuffered to die away without notice, whereas a 
taſte, for any ſpecies of pleaſure or amuſement 
is an Object of ſo much importance, Os Rr 
thing, woot bp: OO WR For PE UE 
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ahead 


For my part, if it were to 1 ron. 
to be expelled from the ſervice of a reſpectahle 
and genteel congregation, or, indeed, any con- 
gregation at all, I ſhould think it more to my ho- 
nour, that the cauſe of it ſhould be my too ſtre- 
nuouſly inſiſting upon what I ĩmagined to be ſome 
important truth of the goſpel, than my not being 
able to forego the pleaſure of frequenting the 
eas or quoting Shakeſpeare in DF, ſermons, 


by (> on the ſubject of this letter in 
che Aend of truth, chat you quote Moni. 
Charron 


* 


% * v N 


chend u 46 much reſpect, un, . . 
We hay "Hil ſay" with an OE EG 
II Neft, Kc. As you Hrinply recommend 80 
reading of e de moral wf fers, Dth au r EEx 
al. Mü, with 2 view To collets, and arrange 
ibu Juff ind filing obſervations, ſentiments, 
Se. "web oreur on the 7 55 beads of mordlity; 
that, by this quotation of Charron, you 
meant to give a ſpecimen of out own collections 
from the Autionts. But really,” Sir, I cannot ſay 
that 1 admire ybur taſte in theſe collections; for, 
in my opinion, the whole paragraph from which 
your evtarivn is taken, is moſt execrable one, 
and the ſentiment of it, ſuch as every perſon, 
who Has the underſtanding of a man, muſt re- 
ject with abhorrence. Rs I happen to be ws 
ſed of the very ſame elegant edition of this an. 
tient writer that you refer to, I eaſily found, and 
ſhall tranffare the paſſage you have quoted, with 
thegreateſt part of the retnainderof the paragraph; 
and let our Engliſh readers judge for for chemſalves, 
and id judge n like 9 9 7 —. Proteſtants. 5 
There is no defire more Baurat 1 
« of knowing truth. We have recourſe to cvery 
method we can think of for that purpoſe, but 
all in vain ; for truth is a ching not to be at- 
* tained. It i is a thing. that cannot be ſeized. or 
4 handed, and much leſs can it be poſſeſſed by 
IE | wind of man. lt abies the boſom — 
* z * 8 
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„God Man . underſtands nothing atight; al- 
« ways attentive to appearances, which are as 
“ favourable to falſhood, as to truth. We are 
born to ſeek truth: to poſſeſs it, belongs to 
a higher power. If we happen to hit upon 
« truth, it is by chance. We cannot keep, or 
« poſſeſs it, or diſtinguiſh it from falſhood. 
The mind receives error by the ſame channel 
« by which it receives truth, and cannot diſtin- 
« guiſh, or make choice in the caſe. The 
« means which it employs to diſcover truth, are 
“ reaſon, and experience; both very weak, un- 
« certain, and unſteady. The greateſt evidence 
4 of truth is the general conſent of mankind ; . 
but the number of fools far furpaſſes that of 
* the wiſe ; and how can we come at this con. 
* ſent, but by general applauſe; given without 
« judgment, or knowledge of the 5 ii ohe 
train of ſome, who have begun the deeper 
r e ee 
| | N. aan 
. eben t e ene e de 
tion, of a man who (in perfect conſiſtence with 
the above extract) made the truth of the popiſh 
religion, one of the Trois YVerites of his book ſo 
called, I ſhall beg leave to quote once more a 
writer, .not ſo antient, een penn far 
Pads} nl 8 


N When the purfair of truth i entered upon 
2 with a view to the glory of God, * 
E. 


ook mankind. there is no employment more 
<« worthy of our natures, or more conducive to 
« their purification. or perfection. Theſe are 
the wilt, Who, in tbe time of tis end, foal; 
« underſtand, and make an increaſe. of hngw- 
H ledge; who, by ſtudying, and comparing to- 
+. auth. the non?! nt macka 05, 3d. Gadd be 
enabled to illuſtrate and explain beth z and 
Who by. turning many to: righteouſneſs. ſbalk 
<< themſelves, Sine as, ibe fars, far ever and 
< ever, Maya ts ——— —— 


1 am, 5 


fi 8 L 2. Non! 4 II. en «A 
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poſe to trouble you, or RI ; a cir- 
conan that may be. equally agrecable to us 
I allo. mean it to be very ſhort, and to 

bn OR na —— 
you have put to me. The eee, 
corpſpand. i your numbeay 


18 * 7 17 


* In the ſecond edition of the: e of. the | 
principles of the Diſſemers, you will ſee. ſome al- 
teration in the turn of Wm 


6 0 
4 —_— 
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act of uniformity was paſſed. The alteration 
was ſapgeſted by a friend, who was fatisfied chat 
the miſtake was corrected, . 
W 


2. rer gent e 
fnciments I en acqmincd. | 


3. I meant eee 
of Sweden, ſines the reformation; and eſpecially 
the late revolutrons. | 


4. The number 38,000 was a miſprint in my 
edition of Neal. I doubred the fact; but find- 
ing no ahimadverſion upon it in Gry, I ventur- 
ed to print it, but only in figures, that, if it 
was a miſtake, it might paſs for a miſprint in 
my pamphlet. You will ſee this altered in the 
ſecond edition. * : 


0 — HP Ithe' oF" 6; a1 (pid 
on this occaſion, without obſerving that thete is 
ſomething fingular in my fate, as a writer. at- 
tack the prejudices of the Diffenters, and be- 
hold a clergyman of the churck of England, 
ſtands up in their defence; and u hen, in defend- 
ing the principles of the Diſſchters, 1 undvoids- 
bly cone too” near the church 2 2 


Dinter appear On their behalf. 
E 2 All 
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All this is the more ſingular, as it can hardly 
be ſuppoſed, that there was any thing of this 
kind concerted between Mr. Venn and you, or 
that you meant to acknowledge any obligation to 
Mr. Venn, for his defence of the Diſſenters. 
The more ſenſible Diſſenters, however, I under- 
ſand, only think themſelves obliged to Mr. Venn 
for his good intention, I almoſt ſuſpect that the 
members of the church of England will think 
their obligations to you, to be of à ſimilar. na- 
ture; and I begin to fear, leaſt (in order to 
complete the analogy of theſe remarkable facts) 
as a Diſſenter better ſkilled in the controverſy, 
has taken up the cauſe that Mr. Venn was une- 
qual to, in defence of the Diſſenters; ſome mem; 
ber of the church of England, thoroughly verſed 
in the merits of the argument, ſhould, in like 
manner, ſupplant mow on the behalf pf the ft 


I mean, however, to ſhake my hands of all 
controverſy: as ſoon. as I decently can; and I do 
not know whether I can hit upon a better expe- 
dient for this purpoſe, than to pair my different 
antagoniſts one againſt another; and ſince it ſo 
happens, that you are more oppoſite to one a- 
nother than any of you are to me, I may as well 
flip aſide, and leave you engaged together. You, 
Sir, for inſtance, attack me on one ſide, and 
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and I thin myſelf tq be in a decent kind of mid- 


dle way between you. Standing thus between 
3 there can be no cowardice in retreat- 
ing; and then, if you be diſpoſed to continue 
the engagement, you cannot do better . 
bat one another. 


The difficulty will be which of theſe two 
champions to match you with. I ſuppoſe you 
would think yourſelf. diſgraced by being commit- 
ted with Mr. Venn; and indeed, his manner is 
much too ungentlemanly for you. But I am a- 
fraid that you would be overmatched with the 
other. Lou would write with more elegance 
indeed; and turn out finer, and better rounded 
periods; but then, Sir, he is far better ſkilled 
in Logic and Metaphyfics; and this weapon would 
be like a ſcythe COTE NEE IE 


1 have heard, however; -of te te Weite We 
antagoniſts; and as I am informed they are all 
on the ſame ſide with Mr. Venn, you ſhall have 
* your choice of them; and thankful ſhall I be 
for taking any of them of my bad. 


_ ſhall beg leave i to conclude with your own 
words, p. 67. After having peruſed the preceding 
remarks, you will not, I think, conſider them as 
wholly unneceſſary, or intirely diſapprove of this 
a to ew the nes conſequences of your 
150 T 


inadvertence. I ſhalt alfyy eſteem myfelf very 
happy, wa If theſe remarks may, in the leaſt 


1 am, Sir, 
Tour very mk Servant, * 
Josxen pRIESHLEY 
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